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new/old
Noida, New Delhi, India
Amit Khanna Design Associates

House X

“Buildings should be representative of the epoch in 
which they are built, and this has always been true 
of great buildings throughout history. Contemporary 
buildings often struggle to encompass the larger 
issues of sustainability, efficiency and frugal use of 
resources – choosing to conform to predetermined 
aesthetic criteria instead. With this house, it is 
hoped to reverse that trend, to create a truly 
responsible architecture that belongs to the time in 
which it was designed and built.”

So states Amit Khanna, designer of this new single-
family house in Noida, a suburban region east of 
India’s capital. The building was constructed on a 
shoestring, in only six months, and it is meagre on 
energy consumption, absent fancy finish materials 
on the interior, and looks as though it’s here to stay 
awhile. Perhaps ironically, it also looks a bit like a 
renovated house from the early Modernist period, 
done in brick and concrete and steel windows. That 
may be less a contradiction of the architect’s belief 
that a structure should “belong to the time in which it 
was designed and built”, than that he is playing with 
timeless aesthetic modes here; that indeed it is the 
more temporal trends that are to be avoided when 
designing responsible architecture. Regardless, the 
modest, 1,800sq ft house is interesting as a test 
case of various ideas. 

It uses its site sparingly, clustering its principal 
forms against one flank and sharing a party wall 
with a neighbour, per regulations. The restrictions 
on allowable building footprint prescribed a fairly 
open remainder of the plot, which is used for an 
entry court and a garden in the rear. The architect 
articulated the mass as three principal elements: a 
rectangle, a circle and a linear slab. A public park 
kitty-corner to the plot determined the location of 
the living room and the angle of the front facade, 
which is underscored by a parallel beam that implies 
a cranked front elevation. This beam flies over the 
rotunda and rests on a tall concrete post. The 
circular component holds the living area, which is 
joined with the dining and kitchen to the rear in 
a single open-plan space. The front door enters 
midpoint, establishing a cross-axis to the staircase. 
Large, steel-framed window apertures front and 
back ensure flow-through ventilation and views. Two 
bedroom suites pull to the party-wall edge of the plan 
on this ground level. The staircase rises to a single 
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bedroom suite upstairs that enjoys a giant 
roof terrace all to itself (well, and the 
eyes of neighbours). This stair is capped 
by a large round skylight that delivers 
indirect daylight to the ground level.

The materials of the house are concrete 
and brick. The floors are local stone 
and the ceilings exposed, unpainted 
concrete. The steel windows obviate the 
need for security grills. The idea is low 
maintenance, indigenous craftsmanship, 
no fuss. Keep running costs low, 
consume less, and let orientation, flow-
through air movement and shading help 
cool the building on its own. 

The details of the facades are where 
the vague nostalgia of the language 
comes through. The concrete lintels and 
sills are painted white, the skinny steel 
mullions are black, and the reddish brick 
is sometimes patterned or spaced. Some 
of the smaller windows are gathered 
in horizontal strips, and mouldings and 
trim are minimised or absent. If you 
didn’t know better, save for a couple of 
clues this might be a restoration of a 
building circa 1923. But that’s hardly an 
insult; early Modernism produced some 
fantastic residential case studies. Maybe 
it’s time to study them afresh.




